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A global games phenomenon, Magic: The Gathering is to the 1990s what Dungeons and Dragons

was to the 1980s, but with the added dimension of collectibility. Here is the official reference to the

biggest new teen/young adult fantasy game of the decade, complete with full-color reproductions of

every existing Magic card. Foreword is by Richard Garfield, creator of the game. 2600 color

illustrations.
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Volume 2 covers Mirage, Visions, 5th Edition, Weatherlight, Portal, and Arena League (only 1 page

for this last). As always, this volume covers ONLY those expansions released between the

publication of the 1st and 3rd volumes of the encyclopedia, and ends with a "Deckbuilder's Indexes"

section. This last is the only reference to other expansions of Magic, so it actually isn't useful

anymore; the deckbuilder information for the most current volume should be used instead. Frankly,

this volume should not have been released until a few more expansions were out; it's skimpy, but if

you want complete coverage of all Magic expansions, you're pretty much trapped; the 2 stars are for

the material not available in other volumes.The introductory material (i.e., the section before the

expansions are presented) is a bare minimum in this volume: "How to Use this Guide" and "A Visual

Guide to Magic Cards". The book isn't intended to teach a newcomer to play the game, or to explain

much of Magic strategy; seek elsewhere for that sort of thing. On the other hand, each expansion

covered in Volume 2, as usual, is provided with its own introduction, describing any new twists



added for that set (including new types of decks that came about as a result), any noteworthy cards

in that set, and a very brief description of the storylines affected by the expansion). Consequently,

the entertainment value of the introductions is in inverse proportion to the number of broken cards in

the expansion and the severity of the flaws, so the introductions in this volume are much more bland

than those of Volume 1.
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